[Infective endocarditis--crucial early diagnosis].
A 64-year old female patient with polymorbidity, including diabetes, was admitted to our clinic with a suspicion of silent myocardial infarction. However, no acute coronary lesion was subsequently confirmed. Transthoracal echocardiography performed just after the admission suggested infective endocarditis. The diagnosis was difficult due to a lack of collaboration by the patient who was disoriented and confused. Because of the suspicion ofendocarditis, a therapy with antibiotics was started immediately and the diagnosis was confirmed by oesophageal echocardiography and heart MR performed after the patient was stabilized. An early diagnosis and an intensive antibiotic treatment are crucial for the management of the frequently fatal infective endocarditis.